State Labor Laws, 1998

State labor legislation
enacted in 1998

Increases in minimum wage rates, prevailing wage changes,
child labor revisions, workplace surveillance regulations,
and bans on employment discrimination

were major subjects of State labor legislation

Richard R. Nelson

adopted in 1998, despite an unusually light volume ofgton will be the first State in the Nation to have a rate that is
enactments.The greatest areas of concentration weeanually adjusted for inflation.
in the traditional subjects of minimum wage protection, pre- As of January 1, 1999, minimum wage rates higher than
vailing wage, and the regulation of child labor. Legislatiothe Federal standard are in effect in Alaska, California, Con-
also was enacted on the emerging issue of employee monit@eticut, the District of Columbia, Hawaii, Massachusetts,
ing, and on other contemporary issues such as balancing workgon, Vermont, and Washington.
and family, granting immunity for disclosure of work perfor- Major changes were made in the way minimum wage rates
mance information, and banning employment discriminatiavill be established in Puerto Rico.
because of genetic test results. Some significant ballot meaindiana will now require the payment of overtime, while
sures and court decisions also have had an impact on empdoyevertime pay requirement was eliminated in Idaho. Laws
ment standards. were adopted in Hawaii and Washington specifying that air-
This article provides a summary of significant enactmeritse industry employers are not required to pay overtime to
in labor legislation. It does not, however, cover occupationainployees who voluntarily trade shifts.
safety and health, employment and training, labor relations, Thirty-one States and the Federal Government currently
employee background clearance, and economic developntente public works prevailing wage laws. This year, prevail-
legislation. Articles on unemployment insurance and worktg wage bills were introduced in nearly half of the States.
ers’ compensation appear elsewhere in this issue bfahthly Reversing the trend of recent years to weaken these laws, most
Labor Review. of those measures adopted in 1998 strengthened laws.
Maine will now require payment of prevailing benefits as
Wages.Minimum wage was an important area of State labaell as prevailing wages. Coverage of the Maine law was
legislation and activity again this year, although not as actigkso expanded to include projects let by the Turnpike Author-
as in the past few years when it dominated State legislatitye Delaware passed laws pertaining to the maintenance of
activity. New legislation increased minimum wage rates payroll information, and excusing the Department of Labor
Connecticut, Indiana, and KentuckiRates also increased infrom court costs for certain prevailing wage cases. The De-
West Virginia, as the result of a previous law, and in Califgpartment was also authorized to join claimants in one action
nia and Oregon, as the result of ballot measures approvediien filing suit.
1996. In New York, underpayments may now be recovered from
A Washington ballot measure approved in the Novembsrccessors, subsidiaries, principals, and others related to public
general election increases the minimum wage rate in that Staterks building service contractors who have violated the pre-
vailing wage law. Employers in Hawaii may be penalized if
they fail to timely submit records and information or if they
Richard R. Nelson is a State standards adviser in the Office of

External Affairs, Wage and Hour Division, Employment Standards interfere with or del,ay an investigation. Penalty provisions
Administration, U.S. Department of Labor. were strengthened in Massachusetts.

Q number of major pieces of State labor legislation wefes a result of this measure, beginning January 1, 2001, Wash-
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The Kentucky law regulating the awarding of public cora suspension from school.
tracts by the State was amended to add requirements for subin a first-of-its-kind development, Tennessee enacted an ex-
contractors to those already in place for contractors. Califemption from the child labor law for 16- and 17-year-old stu-
nia revised provisions providing for debarment of contractadents enrolled in a church-related school or who are home-
and subcontractors from work on public works contracts faehooled. Virginia enacted an exemption for certain minors em-
lowing violations of the prevailing wage law. ployed as sports referees. Children will be allowed to work longer
Coverage of the law was reduced in Wisconsin and Offiours or at younger ages in certain specified jobs in Missouri
where the threshold amount for coverage under the prevailargd New Hampshire. New Hampshire also eliminated the re-
wage laws for State and municipal contracts was increasgirement for work certificates for 16- and 17-year-olds.
administratively. Coverage was also reduced in Minnesota
where, as a result of a court decision, the law will not covkgriculture. Enactments that affect agricultural workers
school construction. were adopted in a few States. The Florida Department of La-
Other significant wage legislation included a requiremebor and Employment Security was given authority to adopt
for equal pay for equal work for State employees in West Visles prescribing the procedures to register as a farm labor
ginia, and an increase in the maximum wage claim that maydoatractor and the procedures to impose civil penalties for
accepted by the Alaska Department of Labor. violations. New York adopted field sanitation requirements
Kentucky became the 29th State to adopt legislation autfar-farm laborers and, in Washington, rules were adopted re-
rizing reciprocal agreements with other States for the collepsiring electricity in all temporary worker housing and estab-
tion of claims for wages, fringe benefits, and penalties.  lishing minimum requirements to ensure the safe storage, han-
dling, and preparation of food in these camps.
Hours. Hours of work restrictions were revised for work in  The Maine Department of Labor is to establish a migrant
underground mines in Arizona and for certain intrastate dri@ad immigrant worker assistance outreach project to assist
ers in Wyoming. As the result of other measures, Rhode tisese workers in the State.
land employers will no longer be required to obtain work per-
mits for work to be performed on Sundays and holidays. E@arment industry. Bills to further regulate the garment in-
ployers in Vermont now are to provide employees with redustry were adopted in California and New York. In Califor-
sonable opportunities to eat and to use toilet facilities duringa, provisions were enacted pertaining to persons engaged in
work periods. The North Dakota meal break requirement wiie business of garment manufacturing, but who do not em-
revised. ploy any workers. These provisions made them liable for civil
penalties for labor law violations. Among several provisions
Family issues. A few significant laws were adopted relat-of the New York law, apparel articles or components manu-
ing to work and family. Massachusetts joined a few othictured or assembled in violation of the law may be tagged
States by adopting legislation granting eligible employees ap “unlawfully manufactured” and sections were added on the
to 24 hours of leave during any 12-month period to partidiability of manufacturers and contractors including a joint
pate in school activities, or to accompany children or eldetlgbility section.
relatives to medical or other appointments. Minnesota be-
came the first State to pass a law requiring employers to Bqual employment opportunityThe trend to enact legisla-
commodate nursing mothers. tion banning employment discrimination against individuals
based on genetic characteristics, genetic information, or test
Child labor. Child labor continues to be an issue of greaesults continued this year, with new laws passed in Califor-
interest at both the Federal and State level. A mix of legistda, Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, and Oklahoma.
tion was enacted this year, with laws passed both to strengtheA number of other measures were enacted, banning vari-
and to relax child labor regulation. ous forms of employment discrimination. Among them, the
Among the measures enacted, provisions for hours of wivlississippi State personnel system law assuring the fair treat-
during school weeks were strengthened in Connecticut, anent of applicants and employees in all aspects of personnel
penalties were increased in South Carolina. The prohibitiadministration was amended to add disability to the list of
of hazardous occupations will be expanded in Maine. Fprohibited forms of discrimination. The Rhode Island law pro-
ther restrictions were placed on the sale of alcoholic bevhibiting discrimination against individuals for seeking or ob-
ages in Maryland and on the employment of infants on ntaining a domestic abuse protective order was amended to
tion picture sets in California. The labor department in Floriddso protect those who refuse to seek or obtain such an order.
was given rulemaking authority under the child labor law. In Massachusetts, a plan is to be developed and imple-
Rhode Island now permits suspension of a student’s workimgnted to eliminate discrimination against female construc-
papers because of absenteeism or conduct that would jugiidy workers and to increase the number of these workers at
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State construction projects. who furnish job performance information about a current or

In Hawaii, it will not be an unlawful discriminatory em-former employee to a prospective employer.
ployment practice for an employer to inquire about and con-Emerging issues are addressed by new laws in Connecti-
sider an individual’s criminal conviction record when makingut which require employers who engage in any type of elec-
decisions concerning hiring, termination, or the terms, conttienic monitoring to give prior written notice to all employees
tions, or privileges of employment, if the conviction recordtho may be affected, informing them of the types of monitor-
bears a rational relationship to the duties and responsibiliting that may occur. In California, it is now unlawful, unless
of the position. authorized by a court order, for employers to make audio or

A ballot measure, overturning a 1997 law banning discrimiideo recordings of employees in a restroom, locker room, or
nation because of sexual orientation was approved by votersm designated by the employer for changing clothes.
in Maine.

Washington voters approved a ballot measure that will pther laws. Among other laws of interest, a Temporary Em-
hibit government entities from discriminating against or granttoyee Protection Act was adopted in Rhode Island. South
ing preferential treatment to any individual or group based Bakota employees may continue health care coverage when
race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin in the operation @i employer ceases operations. California employers were
public employment, public education, or public contracting. barred from requiring an individual to pay a fee in order to

apply for employment. New York employers may not use any
Drug and alcohol testing. There were a few significant devel-State funding to train administrators in methods to discourage
opments relating to the regulation of employee drug and alcohinlon organization.
testing. Several changes were made in the lowa private employeh recent trend continued with Georgia, Utah, and Wiscon-
drug and alcohol testing law including allowing voluntary tessin providing paid leave for State employees who are certified
ing of both current and prospective employees and permittimgithe American Red Cross to be disaster service volunteers.
unannounced random testing. An Executive Order issued in Ldekisting laws of this kind were amended in Minnesota and
siana directs State agencies to adopt written policies mandaSogith Dakota.
drug testing of prospective employees. Several bases for testing;he Advisory Committee on Labor and Industrial Relations
including random testing, are specified. and the Industrial Accident Board were eliminated in Hawaii.

A ballot proposition was rejected in California that would

Worker privacy. Worker privacy legislation took severalhave required employers and labor organizations to obtain per-
forms in 1998, addressing both traditional and emerging mission from employees and members before withholding pay
sues. Several States adopted laws relating to employee acoessing union dues or fees for political contributions. Voters
to their own personnel files or regulating the disclosure iof Oregon approved a ballot measure guaranteeing the right of
personnel file information. Amendments to lie detector tgstiblic employees to have payroll deductions for political pur-
laws expanded coverage in Connecticut, reduced coveragedses, and they rejected a counter measure that would have
Virginia and, in Tennessee, added questions concerning gishibited spending public funds to collect or assist in the col-
ability to the list of unlawful areas of inquiry. lection of political funds.

Hawaii joined several States that have passed legislationThe following is a summary, by jurisdiction, of labor legis-
recently providing immunity from civil liability to employerslation enacted in 1998.

Alabama be provided to the employee. Anonymousgiaged in the servicing of automobiles, light
complaints or materials which have not beetrucks, and motor homes if specified pay re-
Worker privacy For employees in the edu-investigated within 30 calendar days of theiguirements are met.
cation field, a new law guarantees their righteceipt by the executive officer of the school The section of the wage payment law re-
to review the contents of their personnel filedoard must be destroyed. Employers may trangting to the assignment of wage claims to
and to receive copies of any documents corer an employee’s personnel file or copies othe Department of Labor was amended. The
tained in the file. A representative of the emany parts of it to another employer, or prospegnaximum claim that may now be accepted
ployee may accompany him or her during théve employer, upon the written request of thavill be the amount prescribed in the law gov-

personnel file review. The employee may anemployee. erning §mal| claim court actions. This
swer or object in writing to any material in the amount is currently $7,500, up from $5,000
file, and the answer or objection is to be ata|gska previously.

tached to the appropriate material. A copy of

all materials to be placed in the employee’$Vages. Overtime wage payment require-Arizona

record, which could adversely affect thements will not be applicable to work per-

employee’s professional or work status, musbrmed by certain mechanics primarily enHours. The law limiting work in under-
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ground mines to no more than 8 hours withityear-olds in Lake County who are employedeceive, obtain, complete, or submit an ap-
any 24-hour period was amended. It novin agricultural packing plants to work moreplication for employment. Employers are
permits work of up to 12 hours within anythan 48 hours, but no more than 60, in any also prohibited from charging to process em-
24-hour period if the employer has adoptetveek with written approval of the Lake ployment applications.

a policy of longer work hours based on &ounty Board of Education. This provision A new measure that prohibits the willful
collective bargaining agreement. The conamends the child labor law that otherwis@nd knowing obstruction of access to prop-
tract must be entered into with a labor orgalimits the number of hours that these minorerty, to anyone legally entitled to enter the
nization representing the affected employmay work to no more than 48 hours per weegroperty, includes a specific exemption for
ees and must expressly authorize longer pend 8 hours a day, or up to 10 hours on argersons who are engaged in lawful labor

riods of employment. non-school day in agricultural packing plantsinion activities.
during the peak harvest season. Proposition 226 was rejected by the
California voters on July 14, 1998. It would have re-

Garment industry. Provisions were en- quired public and private sector employ-
Wages. The State minimum wage rate roseacted pertaining to those persons who efs and labor organizations to obtain per-
from $5.15 per hour to $5.75 on March lgage in the garment manufacturing businesgjission from employees and members be-
1998, as the result of passage of Propositiaand do not employ any workers. A civil pen-fore withholding pay or using union dues or
210 in the November 1996 general election.alty of $500 was established for labor lawfees for political contributions. It would also
The Labor Commissioner may deny aviolations by these individuals (they hadhave prohibited contributions to State and lo-
contractor or subcontractor the ability to bidbeen exempt from civil penalties that, uncal candidates by residents, governments, or
on or be awarded a public works contract oder prior law. were imposed for each “af-entities of foreign countries.
to perform work as a subcontractor on a puldected employee”). These individuals will
lic W0r|§S project if foun_d to be_in violation not be_ guilty_ of a misdemeanor _for_ failureconnecﬁcut
of public works laws with the intent to de-to register with the Labor Commissioner.
fraud, or if in willful violation of those laws. Wages New legislation increased the State
The Labor Commissioner, not less tharEqual employment opportunity.Employ- minimum wage rate from $5.18 per hour to
semiannually, is to publish and distribute tanent discrimination on the basis of geneti5.65 on January 1, 1999 with a further in-
awarding bodies a list of contractors that areharacteristics was banned by adding geneti¢ease to $6.15 scheduled for January 1,
ineligible to bid on or to be awarded a pubcharacteristics to the definition of medical2000.
lic works contract, or to perform work as acondition. Discrimination because of medi-
subcontractor on a public works project. ltal condition is one of the forms of discrimi-Child labor. New restrictions were adopted
was also specified that any contract on aation prohibited under the Fair Employ-on the employment of minors under age 18
public works project entered into between gnent and Housing Act. in manufacturing or mechanical establish-
contractor and a debarred subcontractor is ments; mercantile establishments; restau-
void. Every contract for a public works worker privacy. Employers may not cause rants, amusement or recreational establish-
project is to contain a provision specifyingan audio or video recording to be made ofments; and hairdressing, bowling, billiard or
that the public entity may not permit a conan employee in a restroom, locker room, opool room, or photograph gallery establish-
tractor or subcontractor who is ineligible torgom designated by the employer for changnents. The work hours of these minors, who
bid or work on, or be awarded, a publigng clothes, unless authorized by a court orre enrolled in school, will now be limited
works project, to bid on, be awarded, or perger. An employer may not use a recording© no more than 6 hours in any regularly
form work as a subcontractor on such #nade in violation of this provision, for any scheduled school day (8 hours on Friday,
project. purpose. Saturday, and Sunday) and 32 hours in any
The law providing that a public safetyweek during which school is in session.
Child labor. No infant under the age of 1 officer may not be compelled to submit to aVork of up to 8 hours a day and 48 hours a
month may be employed on any motion picpolygraph examination against his or her willveek is permitted when school is not in ses-
ture set or location unless a licensed physivas amended to apply to all lie detector tesgion. These restrictions will not apply to
cian and surgeon, who is board-certified inather than only polygraph examinationspersons under age 18 who have graduated
pediatrics, provides written certification thatl_je detector is defined as a polygraphfrom high school. Work experience, as part
the infant is at least 15 days old, is healthydeceptograph, voice stress analyzer, psychof an approved educational plan will not be
and is physically capable of handling thdogical stress evaluator, or any other similagounted against the prescribed daily or
stress of filmmaking. Any parent, guardiandevice, whether mechanical or electrical, thaveekly limits.
or employer of a minor, and any officer oris used for the purpose of rendering a diag- Work in manufacturing, mechanical, or
agent of an employer of a minor, who vio-nostic opinion regarding the honesty or dismercantile establishments will now be per-
lates or permits a violation of this provision,honesty of an individual. mitted until 11 p.m., rather than 10 p.m. on
is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a evenings preceding nonschooldays. Minors
fine of $2,500 to $5,000, by imprisonmentOther laws. It was made unlawful for an between 16 and 18 years of age may now be
of up to 60 days, or by both. employer to require an individual to pay amployed until midnight on days not prior
Continued for 3 years, until January 1fee or other consideration in order to applyo a school day in restaurants, recreation,
2002, is a provision permitting 16- and 17for employment, orally or in writing, or to amusement, and theater establishments.
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Persons under the age of 18 who are n®elaware those defining words, phrases, or terms used
enrolled in and have not graduated from a ) in the law; prescribing additional documents
secondary institution will be limited to work Vages. The Department of Labor will no that may be used to prove the age of a mi-
of up to 9 hours a day and 48 hours a weeRN9er be required to pay the filing fee omgr; requiring certain safety equipment and
in restaurant, manufacturing, mechanical?ther court costs for prevailing wage caseg safe workplace environment for minors;
recreation, amusement, and theater establighv0!ving the underpayment of wages. Théyng prescribing the deadlines applicable to
ments: 8 hours a day and 48 hours a week RePartment was also authorized to joiry response to a request for records.
mercantile establishments. claimants in one action when filing suit.

Th? section of the prevajling Wage IaWAgriculture. The Department of Labor and
requiring that sworn payroll information be Employment Security’s Division of Labor,

Equal employment opportunity It was .
made an unlawful discriminatory employ_furnlshed to the Depart_ment of Labor Wee“)fzmployment and Training was given author-
was amended to require the Department

ment practice for an employer, an employ-_ . tain the inf tion f iod of 6H%/ to adopt rules prescribing the procedures
ment agency, or a labor organization to re- o1 @il the information for a perod of 5y, register as a farm labor contractor. It also

guest or require genetic information from ar{nonths from the end of the workweek covga, prescribe the criteria to be used to de-

employee, an individual seeking empIOy-ered by the payroll. termine the amount of a civil penalty for vio-

ment or a member; or to discharge, expel, ) lations of the law and provide notification
or otherwise discriminate against anyone ofyhild labor. - A resolution was adopted ask-to persons assessed a civil penalty. Another

the basis of genetic information. Genetic ining the State business community to worlymendment requires any insurance carrier,
formation is defined as information aboutWith the public schools in monitoring andthat is licensed to operate in Florida and that
genes, gene products, or inherited charagNcouraging working students’ achievemenfias issued a liability insurance policy to
teristics that may derive from an individualin School. One suggestion is that employergperate a vehicle used to transport farm
or a family member. limit the work hours of those students whayorkers, to notify the division when it in-
are frequently absent from school or whosgsnds to cancel the policy.
Worker privacy New legislation was en- 9rade point averagegs) is below 2.0 on a
acted requiring employers who engage in anfy-0 Scale- Worker privacy Among amendments to
type of electronic monitoring to give prior the law relating to law enforcement and cor-
written notice to all employees who may beEgqual employment opportunitylt is now  rectional officers, any formal interrogation
affected, informing them of the types ofan unlawful employment practice for an emof a law enforcement or correctional officer
monitoring which may occur. This notice re-Ployer, employment agency, labor union, othat could lead to disciplinary action, demo-
quirement will not apply when an employeroint labor-management committee controltion, or dismissal must be recorded on au-
has reasonable grounds to believe that eing apprenticeship (or other training or redio tape or otherwise preserved in such a
ployees are engaged in conduct which vidlraining) to intentionally collect any geneticmanner as to allow a transcript to be pre-
lates the law, violates the legal rights of thénformation concerning any employee or appared. Such recording of the session must
employer or of other employees, or createBlicant for employment. This enactment alsie made available to the interrogated officer
a hostile workplace environment, and thdncludes the collection of such informationno later than 72 hours (excluding holidays
employer believes that electronic monitor®n any member of an employee’s ofand weekends) following the interrogation.
ing may produce evidence of this misconapplicant's family. Exceptions to this law|t was also specified that law enforcement
duct. The law also does not apply to a crimi@rise when the information is job related andr correctional officers have the right to re-
nal investigation, where all information gath-consistent with business necessity, or the iniew their official personnel files under the
ered may be used against an employeformation is sought in connection with the resupervision of the designated records cus-
“Electronic monitoring” is defined as any tirement policy or system of the employer orodian. The officers can attach to the file a
means of collecting information about employthe underwriting or administration oft®na concise statement in response to any items
ees’ activities or communications in the workfide employee welfare or benefit plan. “Jobthey identify as derogatory, and to have cop-
place other than by direct observation, includtelated and consistent with business necessitjés of such items made available to them.
ing the use of a computer, telephone, wire, rdneans the condition makes the individual un-
dio, camera, electromagnetic, photoelectroni@ble to perform the essential functions of thether laws. The State employee telecom-
or photo-optical systems, provided the collecPosition held or desired. This includes situamuting program, which was scheduled for ter-
tion of information is not prohibited under Statefions in which the individual poses a direcimination on October 1, 1998, was continued
or Federal law. Employers found in violationthreat to the health or safety of himself/herselby repeal of the termination provision.
by the Labor Commissioner may be fined uf®r others in the workplace.
to $500 for a first offense, up to $1,000 for a
second, and up to $3,000 for a third and eag)orida
subsequent offense. Wages. The law establishing fair employ-
Employees or prospective employees of th€hild labor.  The Department of Labor and ment practices for public officers and em-
Department of Correction were added to th&mployment Security’s Division of Labor, ployees was amended by adding a section
list of those persons who may be required tmployment and Training was givenprohibiting public employers from requir-
take a polygraph examination as a conditiorulemaking authority under the child laboring public employees, or applicants, as a
of obtaining or of continuing employment. law. Among rules that may be adopted aréerm and condition of employment, to waive

Georgia
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their right to receive time and one-half paidr privileges of employment, if the convic-Indiana
overtime compensation or time and one-halion record bears a rational relationship to S
compensatory time off for overtime hoursthe duties and responsibilities of the posi¥¥ages New legislation increased the State
worked. tion. Inquiry into and consideration of con-Minimum wage rate from $3.35 to $4.25 per
viction records of prospective employeediour on October 1, 1998, with a further in-
Other laws. An employee of a State agencymay take place only after the prospectiv&réase scheduled for March 1, 1999 to $5.15.
who is a certified disaster service volunteeemployee has received a conditional offeF*€mpt from the minimum wage require-
of the American Red Cross may be grantedf employment. ment ar_e cer_tam employees who prov@e
leave from work with pay for up to 15 work- companionship services to the aged and in-
days in any 12-month period to participataNorker privacy. An employer that provides firM- The credit against the minimum wage
in specialized disaster relief services for thenformation about a current or formerfor tipped employegs was ghgnged from 40
American Red Cross, upon the approval oémployee’s job performance to prospectiv@€rcent of the applicable minimum wage to
the employee’s agency and coordinatedmployers is presumed to be acting in gooﬁ]e Federally established $2.13 per hour. Ef-
through the director of emergency manageaith and is immune from civil liability for fective March 1, 1999, employers may pay
ment, without loss of seniority, pay, vaca-disclosing the information and for the con-eMPloyees under 20 years of age a minimum
tion time, compensatory time, sick time, orsequences of the disclosure unless the i/29€ Of $4.25 an hour during the first 90
earned overtime accumulation. Leave is téormation provided was knowingly false orconsecutive calendar days of employment.
be granted only for services related to a dimisleading. The law also establishes an overtime pay
saster occurring within the State or in a con- requirement. Under this provision, employ-

tiguous State that has a reciprocal statutomyreference. A resolution was adopted re- €65 who work more than 40 hours a week

provision. questing the Department of Labor and In2re to receive overtime pay of 1-1/2 times

dustrial Relations to develop a workabletehr: l’ee)?eur![?rtr?:gﬁqpt‘ﬂqeog\g/;r%tnquon:S (r); V‘;‘?:Z
Hawaii definition of the term, “Hawaii resident” by P pay req

. o ~_rule. It asked that the U.S. Departments Oment are certain emplgyges'who vyork at'
WagesThe overtime provisions of the mini- pefense and Labor propose the use of thRiece rates or for commission in retail sales;

mum wage law were amended to specify thajefinition and develop an appropriate meangmPloyees working under an individual con-
airline industry employers are not requiregyt implementing the Department of Defense 20" and employees of a motion picture the-
to pay overtime to employees when the ovelsppropriations Act of 1986. This act pro-2ic”- Employees of hospitals, and similar
time hours result from a voluntary agreemenfiqes that contracts awarded by the Depargsmuuons‘ may agree to a work period of
4 consecutive days, in lieu of a 7-day week
or days off. or in part in Alaska or Hawaii, when that'0' PUTPOSes of overtime compensation (pro-
The section of the State prevailing wag&state has an unemployment rate in exce§id®d that overtime is paid for work in ex-
law regulating payrolls and payroll recordsyt the national average, are to include a prcﬁeSS of 8 hours a day and in excess of 80
was amended to provide that contractors agsion requiring the contractor to employ©U"S In the 14-day period).
to make payroll records available for examigiate residents.
nation within 10 days from the date of a writ- lowa
ten request by a governmental contractin@ther laws. The Department of Labor and
agency, the Director of Labor and Industriaindustrial Relations will no longer issue perEmployee testing.Several changes were
Relations, or their authorized representamits to manufacture, store, or transport exnade in the drug-testing law pertaining to
tives. The Department of Labor and Indusplosives. All persons must obtain a certifithe private sector. The voluntary testing of
trial Relations was also authorized to intercate of fitness in order to store, deal in, oPoth current and prospective employees is
view employees during working hours on thgypossess explosives.The section exemptirjlowed. The testing must be carried out
job. A contractor who fails to make thethe U.S. Armed Forces and authorized Fedvithin the terms of a written policy that has
records accessible, fails to provide informaeral employees from regulation wadbeen provided to employees and prospec-
tion requested for the proper enforcemerimended to also exempt State and countive employees. The law now permits unan-
of the prevailing wage law, or fails to keeppolice and fire department employees. nounced random testing; drug and alcohol
or falsifies, any record will be assessed a pen- The Advisory Committee on Labor andtesting on the entire employee population;
alty of $1,000 per project for interferenceindustrial Relations and the Industrial Ac-testing for employees and supervisors in

between employees to exchange work timg,ent of Defense that are performed in whol

or delay. For each day thereafter that the emgident Board were eliminated. safety sensitive positions; and testing dur-
ployer fails to cooperate, the director will ing and after completion of a rehabilitation
assess a penalty of $100 per project. Idaho program. Alcohol and drug testing is also

permitted if the employer has reasonable
Equal employment opportunity. It willnot ~ Wages. The portion of the State minimum suspicion to believe that an employee has
be an unlawful discriminatory employmentwage law requiring the payment of overtimdaken illegal drugs and for employees in-
practice for an employer to inquire about anthy those employers subject to the Federaplved in workplace accidents. Companies
consider an individual’s criminal conviction Fair Labor Standards Act was deleted. As @re authorized to implement disciplinary
record when making decisions concerningesult, the State law no longer has an oveprocedures ranging from requiring employ-
hiring, termination, or the terms, conditionstime pay requirement. ees to enroll in an employee assistance pro-
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gram to termination of employment. Anypercent credit toward the minimum wage). opportunity to undergo rehabilitation with-
testing must be at the employers expense, The law regulating the awarding of pub-out termination of employment.

must occur during or contiguous to normalic contracts by the State, including those

working hours, and can only be done orsubject to the prevailing wage law, wagyiaine

those employees scheduled to work. The laamended to add requirements for subcontrac-

requires that specific labeling and chain ofors to those already in place for contractorspjages. The State prevailing wage law now
custody procedures be followed, and thad subcontractor’s failure to disclose a finalrequires the payment of prevailing benefits
strict confidentiality be maintained ingards  determination of a law violation within the on public works construction projects as well
to testing and test results. Employers mugirevious 5 years, or failure to comply withas prevailing wages as previously required.
provide a list of drugs that will be tested forthe law for the duration of the contract willBenefits are defined as health and welfare
and employees may rebut test results arfae grounds for cancellation of the contracgontributions, pension or individual retire-
provide information relative to the test, suctand disqualification from eligibility for fu- ment account contributions, vacation and
as current prescriptions or over-the-countetture State contracts for 2 years. annuity contributions, per diem in lieu of
drugs taken around the time of the test, and The labor commissioner was authorizedvages, and any other form of payment, ex-
other relevant medical information. All posi-to enter into reciprocal agreements with othagept for wages, made to or for the employee.
tive tests are to be confirmed by a secon8tates for the collection of wage claims an®ne change increases the penalty from not
test using a different chemical process fojudgments. more than $100 per violation to not less than
the confirmation than used in the original $250 per violation for any contractor who
screen. An aggrieved employee or prospecAorker privacy. Any references to crimi- knowingly and willfully violates the law.
tive employee can seek affirmative relief fomal allegations against a teacher are to be rénother change specifies that the ad hoc ad-
disciplinary action based on known false posimoved from the teacher’s personnel file if hevisory board that advises the director on wage
tive test results or for a violation of confiden-or she is found not guilty, the charges are disate issues consist equally of persons and
tiality by an employer who discloses a falsenissed, or if the allegations did not lead ta@ontractors covered by collectively bargained

positive test result to unauthorized persons. formal charges. labor agreements and those not covered by
these agreements.
Kansas Louisiana Coverage of the State prevailing wage law

was extended to include Turnpike Authority
Whistleblowers. The State whistleblower Wages. April 3, 1998, was designated asconstruction and reconstruction projects.
law was expanded to include under its proNational Pay Inequality Awareness Day. It A new law, establishing and regulating
tection employee disclosure of informationmarks the day that a woman’s pay combinedconomic development incentives, specifies
concerning matters of public concern, inwith her earnings from the previous yeathat subsidized corporations are expected to
cluding matters relating to the public healthequals the wages a man is paid in a calendarovide their employees with health and pen-
safety,and welfare in addition to the opera-year. sion benefits and to pay wages that are pre-
tions of the State agency as before. Protection vailing in the labor market area in which the
was also extended for information provided=mployee testing. An Executive Order was employees are employed.
to auditing agencies in addition to informa+issued on August 10, directing State agen-
tion provided to the legislature. The appeaties to adopt written policies mandating drugchild Labor. The child labor law was
process for filing was extended from 30 daysesting of prospective and current employamended to delete a limited statutory list of
to 90 days. The State board, hearing the cases. Testing is to take place prior to hiring onazardous occupations for minors under age
or its appeal, has the right to award the prexppointing a prospective employee. Testind8 and to replace it with a requirement that
vailing party all or a portion of the costs ofalso can occur when reasonable suspicion tfe Director of the Bureau of Labor Standards
the proceedings before the board, includingn employee’s drug use exists, or followingestablish a list of hazardous occupations by
the costs of the appeal and reasonable atter-workplace accident that involves circumsule. The list is to conform, as far as practi-
ney fees and witness fees. Disclosure of argtances leading to a reasonable suspicion céble, to the child labor provisions enforced
information or communication that is con-an employee’s drug use, following a work-by the U.S. Department of Labor.
fidential or privileged under law is not au-place accident that results in a fatality, or re-

thorized under this act. sults in or causes the release of hazardomsigrant workers. The Department of La-
waste. Such testing can occur randomly, dsor is to establish a migrant and immigrant
Kentucky part of a monitoring program established byvorker assistance outreach project to assist

the executive agency to assure complianatese workers in the State. The project is to
Wages The State minimum wage law waswith terms of a rehabilitation agreement; priopromote efforts that educate employers and
amended to adopt the Federal minimum wage promoting an employee to a safety-sensivorkers about State and Federal labor laws;
rate by reference. Therefore, the State rative or security-sensitive position; and ranfacilitate access for non-English-speaking
rose from $4.25 per hour to $5.15, effectivelomly, for all employees in safety-sensitivewvorkers to necessary translation services and
July 15, 1998. The tip credit provision wasor security-sensitive positions. An applicantanguage programs; assist migrant and im-
changed to match the Federal requirement &r employment who tests positive will notmigrant workers in obtaining services neces-
a $2.13-per-hour cash wage for tipped enbe hired. A current employee who tests poskary to improve their health and safety and
ployees (the law previously permitted a 50tive may, but is not required to, be given théyroaden their employment opportunities; and
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advocate for workers who seek redress afusly State law only allowed the Attorneystruction are to develop and implement a
their grievances or access to legal service&eneral’s office to pursue criminal prosecucomprehensive plan to eliminate discrimi-
This would require coordination with em-tion of these violations. Revised criminalnation against women and to increase the
ployers, employees, labor unions, nonprofipenalties provide for up to a $50,000 fine onumber of female construction workers at
agencies, and government agencies that ser®gears imprisonment, or both, per violatiorState construction projects. Goals for
migrant and immigrant workers. for willful violations plus a 5-year debar- women’s participation in State funded con-
ment for prevailing wage law violations.tracts are to be established based on the
Equal employment opportunityA ballot  First-time non-willful violations are punish- broadest and most inclusive pool of avail-
measure was approved by the voters, oveable by a fine of up to $10,000 or 6 monthsible women capable of performing and in-
turning a law enacted in 1997 banning disimprisonment, or both, per violation plus 6-terested in working in the construction
crimination because of sexual orientation. month debarment for prevailing wage viotrades. Annual progress reports are to be
A new law bans employment discrimina-lations. Second and subsequent offenses aebmitted to the legislature and the Com-
tion on the basis of genetic information omunishable by a fine of up to $25,000 or 1mission Against Discrimination.
genetic testing. It is now unlawful for an em-year imprisonment, or both, plus 3-year de-
ployer to fail or refuse to hire, discharge, obarment for prevailing wage violations. Theworker privacy. The law giving employ-
otherwise discriminate against an employedglternate civil citation process provides folees the right to review their personnel files
or applicant for employment, with respect tdines of up to $25,000 for each violation forwas amended to specify that the opportu-
the compensation, terms, or conditions of enfirst-time willful offenses and up to $10,000nity to review the files is to take place within
ployment on the basis of genetic informationfor nonwillful offenses. Second and subsefive business days of a request. It was also
Also, an employer cannot discriminate bequent offenses may result in fines of up tgpecified that copies of personnel records
cause of an individual’s refusal to submit td625,000 per violation. Three citations withare to be furnished within five business days
a genetic test or make available the results @f finding of intent in a 3-year period will following submission of a written request.
such a test or because the individual receive@sult in a 2-year debarment in prevailing The law regulating the disclosure of pub-

a genetic test or genetic counseling. The lawage law violations. lic records was amended to prohibit the dis-
will be enforced by the Maine Human Rights closure of the names and telephone numbers
Commission. Family issues. Eligible employees will of Department of Social Service personnel.

The Commissioner of Labor is to reviewnow be entitled to up to 24 hours of leave
the mission and services provided by the Diduring any 12-month period, in addition toylichigqn
vision of Deafness within the Bureau of Releave available under the Federal Family an
habilitation Services. The Commissioner isviedical Leave Act. This act allows employ-wages. A resolution was adopted, desig-
to assess the extent to which statutory reees toparticipate in school activities, such asating April 3, 1998, as National Pay In-
sponsibilities are being met, and is to idenparent-teacher conferences or interviewing fasquality Awareness Day. It marks the day
tify the core needs for which services should new school; routine medical or dental apthat the public recognizes that a woman’s
be provided by the State for persons wheointments for their children; or routine ap-pay, combined with her earnings from the
are deaf or hard of hearing. The Commispointments for medical, dental, or other proprevious year, equals the wages a man is paid
sioner also is to assess the funding necefessional services related to an elderly relativeis, a calendar year.
sary to meet these needs, and determine thare. Employees are to give 7 days advance Another resolution asks the U.S. Con-
most appropriate means of providing thoseotice of the necessity for the leave, if posgress to overturn the ruling of the United
services. Recommendations for statutorgible. Employers may require that the leave bgtates Department of Labor that subjects
change, reorganization, or restructuring wersupported by a certification and may requirgyorkfare/welfare recipients to the provisions
to be made to the legislature by Septembéhe employee to substitute any of his or hegf the Fair Labor Standards Act and other
15, 1998. accrued paid vacation leave, personal leavesgulations.

or sick leave for this leave. Employers are

Maryland not required to provide paid sick or mEdicaMinnesoiu
leave for any situation in which such leave
Otherlaws. Various boards and commissiongvould not normally be provided. Wages. A July 1 court decision voided leg-
under the Department of Labor, Licensing, and islation enacted in 1997 extending coverage
Regulation were authorized to contract for th€hild labor. The law authorizing the at- of the State prevailing wage law to school
testing of applicants and licensees. torney general to suspend the application gronstruction. The court ruled that the legis-
operation of any provision of the child la-lature acted unconstitutionally by adding the
Massachusetts bor law regulating, limiting, or prohibiting p_revailing wage measure to the State's om-
the employment of minors over age 16 waibus tax bill. Under the State Constitution,
Wages. Penalties were strengthened foextended to September 1, 1999. bill amendments are to be related to the sub-
violations of laws pertaining to prevailing ject matter of the original bill. The State

wage, nonpayment of wages, overtime, miniEqual employment opportunityThe Sec- Attorney General has indicated that the rul-
mum wage, and misclassification of employ+etary of the Executive Office of Adminis- ing Will be appealed.

ees. A uniform civil citation process was estration and Finance and the Secretary of the

tablished for wage violations where previ-Executive Office of Transportation and ConFamily issues A new law requires employ-
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ers to accommodate nursing mothers. Employ-7-year-olds. Instead, the employer is t@ly with minimum wage or wage payment
ers are to provide a reasonable unpaid breakaintain on file a signed written documentaws in performing the service will be jointly
daily and a room or other location, other thafrom the youth’s parent or legal guardian aukiable for the failure. If the Commissioner
a toilet stall, to an employee who needs to exhorizing the employment. has issued an order within the previous 5
press breast milk for her infant child. If pos- The minimum age for youth employedyears to any apparel industry employer di-
sible, the break is to run concurrently with anyas entertainers in dining rooms licensed teecting compliance, or if an employer has
break time already provided to the employeesell liquor was lowered from 17 to 15. Dancbeen convicted of a violation within 5 years,
Provision of this break time will not be requireders working in these establishments must ike Commissioner may require a surety
if it would unduly disrupt the operations ofat least 21 years old. bond. An employer who fails to deposit the
the employer. bond as required will be liable for a civil
penalty of $1,000 per day until the bond is
furnished or the employer ceases operations.
The registration form requirements were

New York
Other laws. State employees on leave to

serve as certified disaster service volunteeiages. The Department of Labor and the ;
of the American Red Cross will now be en-New York Gty Comptrollers Office are now aMended to add a requirement that each
titled to full rather than half-pay for the time authorized to recover prevailing wage under®V"€r 0f partner submit photographic proof
absent from work. payments from successors, subsidiaries, priff 1d€ntity.

cipals, and other entities related to public works ) )
Mississippl building service contractors who haw_a_violatetpthe.r laws. It will now be an unfair labor

the prevailing wage law. Such entities majpractice for an employer to use any State
Equal employment opportunitfhe section @lso be debarred from bidding on or beingunding to train managers, supervisors, or
of the State personnel system law assurir@varded any public work contracts or subcorf2ther administrative personnel regarding
the fair treatment of applicants and employtracts under certain circumstances. methods to discourage union organization,
ees in all aspects of personnel administra- prtq dlscograge emplt_)yees_from participat-
tion was amended to add disability to theéAgriculture. A new section, pertaining to "9 N & union organizing drive.
list of prohibited forms of discrimination. field sanitation requirements for farm labor-

ers, was added to the labor law. Every growdjorth Carolina

] i or processor who employs or uses paid farm-

Missouri hand workers, farm field workers, or farmEqual employment opportunityAny em-
Child labor. The child labor law was [00d Processing workers, whether or not floyee of the State having a grievance, alleg-
amended to allow children between the agégrm labor gontractor Is used, must prgyidé”'g _unlavvful workplace harassment _becaus_e
of 14 and 16 to be employed at regional fair§" make toilet and handwa_shlng_fa0|llt|e§f his or her age, sex, race, color, national ori-
or expositions from June first to Labor Day, i valla_ble to these wp_rl_<ers, |nclu_d|ng _transgln, rellglon, creeq, or handlcqpplng gondmon
they do not work after 10:30 p.m., are aduitPOrtation to such facilities. Violation will be IS to submit a written complaint to his or her
supervised, and have parental consent. THisMisdemeanor punishable by a fine ranglepartment or agency. The department or

ng from $500 to $1,000, or up to 30 days irkgency will have 60 days in which to take ap-

rovision does not apply to those entities CO\),- : ! . . . . . -
gred by the Federal Iggi)r/Labor Standards Ad@il: o both such fine and imprisonment propriate remedial action. If the employee s
Any second or subsequent offense will be got satisfied with the department or agency’s

Other laws. New provisions were enacteq™sdemeanor punishable by a fine rangingesponse to the complaint, the employee will
s NP o from $1,000 to $3,000, or up to 60 days if1ave the right to appeal directly to the State
pertaining to political activities by employ- . ., - "\ - Personnel Commission.
ees of State agencies. Employees may takd" '
par_t in the actlv_ltles of po_lmcal parties aNdGarmgnt industry. Sgyeral c.hang.es WereNorih Dakota
political campaigns provided that they arenade in the law requiring registration of ap-
not on duty or in the workplace and are noparel industry manufacturers and contracages. Among administrative rule
wearing a uniform or official insignia iden- tors. These include authorizing the Commisehanges effective March 1, 1998, the exemp-
tifying the office or position of the employee. sioner of Labor to tag as “unlawfully manu-tion from overtime pay requirements for
An employee may not use his or her officiakactured” any article of apparel or compo-those mechanics paid on a commission ba-
authority or influence to interfere with the nent manufactured or assembled by worksis off a flat rate schedule was codified.
results of an election; to knowingly solicit aers employed in violation of the minimum  Another rule change provides that paid
political contribution from a subordinate; toywage or wage payment laws. It will be a misvacation and other paid time off that has been
run for a partisan political office; or influ- demeanor for anyone, other than the Conearned will be considered as wages due to
ence any person doing business or being ifnissioner or the consumer of the article, téthe employee regardless of the length of em-
vestigated by his or her agency. remove, alter, deface, or otherwise interfergloyment. Previously, an employee had to
with the tag. A manufacturer or contractobe employed for a year before the Depart-
who contracts with another manufacturer oment of Labor would deem the paid time
contractor for the performance of any apearned to be wages due.
Child labor. Youth employment certifi- parel industry service and who knew or [t also was specified that employers are
cates will no longer be required for 16- angshould have known of their failure to com-not required to have time clocks. Employ-

New Hampshire
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ers will also be allowed to round time to thecensing Act was amended to add bookingninimum wage and all applicable regula-
nearest 5 minutes or quarter hour using tagents who secure engagements and caiens including exemptions and credits.

tal minutes worked for the day. tracts for boxers to the list of persons an&mployers not covered by the Federal act

entities who are required to apply to thewill be subject to a minimum wage that is at
Hours. An administrative rule change per-Department of Labor for a license. least 70 percent of the Federal minimum
mits any 30 minutes or more of time for which wage or the applicable mandatory decree
an employee is relieved of productive workOregon rate, whichever is higher. The Secretary of
duties to satisfy the State meal break require- Labor and Human Resources may authorize

ment. Previously, it was required that the em/V2ges. The State minimum wage rate ros& rate based on a lower percentage for any

ployee have the time uninterrupted and awa%om $5.50 per hour to $6.00 on January Jemployer who can show that implementa-

from the business premises. 998, and to $6.50 on January 1, 1999, afn of the 70-percent rate would substan-
the result of passage of Ballot Measure 3fa|ly curtail employment in that business.

Ohio in the November 1996 general election. The statute of limitations for wage claims

was reduced from the previous 10 years to 2

Wages The threshold amount for cover-Other laws Voters approved ballot Mea- years (3 years if the complainant is still em-

age under the State prevailing wage law wasyre 62 in the November general electioployed by the employer).

changed administratively, on January lamending the State constitution. The mea-

1998, from $15,900 to $16,692 for remodsyre, titled the Open and Fair Elections ActRhode Island

eling contracts and from $53,000 to $55, 574uarantees the right of public employees to

for new construction. have payroll deductions for political pur-Vages. Nursery workers were added to the
poses. Counter ballot Measure 59 was ddiSt of those agricultural employees who are
Oklahoma feated. This measure would have amendeékk€mpt from State overtime pay require-

) the State Constitution to prohibit spending"€nts. o
Child labor. On September 5, 1997, thepublic funds to collect or assist in the col- A SPecial house commission was to be

Commissioner of Labor issued an executive, i of political funds. Public agenciescreated to examine the amount of overtime
proclamation rescinding the Hazardous Org 14 not have been allowed to collect fund¥/orked by nursing staff in hospitals in the
der issued on May 15, 1985, prohibiting chilyg. 5, organization that had used funds cofState and the impact of overtime on staffing
dren under 15 years of age from being eMg e in the past for political purposes@nd employment patterns and on patient
ployed in door-to-door sales. Public entities would have been prohibite@re. A reportis to be made to the House of
from providing a prohibited service even ifRepresentatives by January 28, 1999.
Equal employment opportunity A Genetic  reimbursed for the cost of doing so. ~ April 7, 1998 was declared Pay Inequal-
Nondiscrimination in Employment Act was ity Awareness Day in recognition of the gen-
adopted. It prohibits an employer from seekpannsylvania der wage gap in the State.
ing to obtain, using, or requiring a genetic test
or genetic information of an employee, or proOther laws Essential corrections personneHours. Employers will no longer be re-
spective employee. A “genetic test” shall noand employees of radio or television stationquired to obtain work permits, from the Di-
include a routine physical examination; &&ngaged in the gathering and disseminatiorector of Labor and Training, for work to be
chemical, blood, or urine analysis; a test t6f news were added to the list of those enperformed on Sundays and holidays.
determine drug use; a test for the presence pfoyees not protected by the law prohibit-
the human immunodeficiency virus; or anying the termination and discipline of an em<Child labor. The child labor law was
other test commonly accepted in clinical pracployee for failing to report to work during aamended to provide that a student’s work

tice. Any employer in violation will be guilty state of emergency. permit may be revoked or suspended by the
of a misdemeanor and may be punished by a issuing school committee if it is determined
fine of up to $25,000 or by imprisonment inPuer'ro Rico that the issuance of the permit appears det-
the county jail for up to 1 year, or both. rimental to the well-being of the student or

Wages. The minimum wage law which had to the academic success of the student. Also,
Private employment agenciesA resolu- created the Puerto Rico Minimum Wageghe permit may be revoked or suspended if
tion was adopted directing the State HousBoard and the Mandatory Decree Prograrihe student has failed to comply with school
and Senate appropriations committees twas repealed and replaced with a new Puerédtendance requirements. The child will be
expand their oversight of State agencieRico Minimum Wage, Vacation and Sickgiven notice and may have a hearing before
during the 1998 legislative interim to exam-Leave Law intended to conform as closelghe school committee prior to the revoca-
ine the use of temporary employees and foas possible to the Federal Fair Labor Stariion or suspension.
profit temporary employment agencies bydards Act. Among the provisions of the new
the State agencies. The committees are taw, the Minimum Wage Board was abol-Equal employment opportunity.The defi-
initiate any reforms they deem appropriatéshed and its residual functions transferredition of sexual harassment in the Sexual Ha-
from their study. to the Secretary of Labor and Human Rerassment, Education and Training in the

sources. All employers covered by the FedWorkplace law was amended to comport
Other laws The Professional Boxing Li- eral act will be subject only to the Federalith the definition used by the courts, and
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State and Federal enforcement agencies. Thdnenever an employer ceases operations andging businesses in the State to work with
definition now includes cases in which arterminates health care coverage, employe@arents to explore and implement alterna-
individual's submission to or rejection of are to have the right to have the coveragive work schedule options to reduce the time
unwelcome advances or requests becomesntinue for themselves and their eligible detheir children spend in child care.
either explicitly or implicitly a term or con- pendents for up to 18 months at the employ-
dition of their employment. This includesees’ expense.fese employees will also haveOther laws. An employee of a State agency
such conduct, advances, or requests thtte right to an individual conversion policy orwho is a certified disaster service volunteer
have the purpose or effect of unreasonablgontract without additional underwriting re-may, with approval of the agency, be granted
interfering with an individual’s work perfor- strictions. To be eligible, an employee musleave from work with pay for up to 15 work
mance or creating an intimidating, hostilehave been continuously insured under thgays in any 12-month period to participate
or offensive working environment. group policy for 6 months prior to the closurein disaster relief services for the American
The law prohibiting employers, employ-and must not be covered for similar benefitRed Cross in connection with any disaster.
ment agencies, or licensing agencies frorhy another individual or group policy.
discriminating against individuals for seek-

ing or obtaining a domestic abuse protecother jlaws The law authorizing paid leave
tive order was amended to z_ilso protect tho$fym work for certified State employees toHours. Employers are to provide employ-
who refuse to seek or obtain such an ordeparticipate in disaster relief services for thees with reasonable opportunities to eat and
Private employment agencies\ Tempo- American Red Cross during a declared dito use toilet facilities during work periods.

. aster was amended. It now provides that this
rary Employee Protection Act was adOptedI?eave will not be granted to an employee wh i i ivi
Before any worker is given a new job as: 9 ploy! Worker privacy. A party in any civil ac-

signment, regardless if the assignment ii%::segoerdhtiz Fc))?rkfl(t)arrn;pbc;irr?tliarl]teigltiiﬁterSeﬁon see_king an e_mployee’s personnel
with the same contracting company, employY pp g Y. records in such action must_ notify the em-
ployee whose records are being sought. Prior

ment agencies are to provide the employee !
with the opportunity to see and have a copjennessee to the disclosure of the records, the employee
will have 20 days after service of the notice

of a written notice that ncludes a 0 dexchiiq jabor. The child labor law was to respond to the request. The response filed
scription with classification requirements,manded to permit minors, ages 16 or it tﬁe ot qinclude i ob'zction o
anticipated pay rate, benefits, and worky,,, 4o enrolled in a church-related schog}, duction of {] 4 J
schedules. The act also creates @ joint legig; \ho are *home-schooled,” to work dur— ¢ P uction of the records.

lative commission to investigate issues ang]g school hours, provided they have paren-

to recommend improvements regarding teMy, ' consent. Students must also provide th¥irginia

porary employment practices. employer with a letter, signed by the super-_, . .
intendent of schools, confirming theCh||d labor. The child labor law was

South Carolina student's enrollment and his or her authorigmended to exempt from all provisions (ex-
_ . _ Zation to work cept those prohibiting work that is hazard-
Child labor. Penalty provisions for viola- ' ous to health or morals) those minors 13 years
tions of the child labor law were revised. K . . . old or older who are employed as sports ref-
Fines for a first offense were made optiona\Y'\_lorb?_r prlvacy.d Su;ehstlzns cpncer\r;\l/r_l% gr_ly erees by a charity organization or a unit of
rather than mandatory as before. Fines fd#bs'?t'tlagyAcc(:veé?e ag deg ton:r?g(l"'ztncsnf :“aw'fs'lState or local government.. Minors who work
second or subsequent offenses were if>" i W der the ol : hu "Wor an organization of referees, sponsored by
creased to a maximum of $5,000 for eacﬁreafo mc;unryfun er the polygrap hexamlneén organization recognized by the U.S. Olym-
offense. Criteria was listed for determiningregu atory law for examinations \_N't respec&)ic Committee, are also exempted.
the amount of a fine, including the size 01[_0 employment. Anothgr change increases thie
the business of the employer being chargel™® :‘a:]‘hrf exaraner s reqt“'r?dl 0 keﬁp pot'y' griculture. The Migrant and Seasonal
the gravity of the violation, the good faith ggel‘ygr:pk? e;aerll:ina(t)ior?srf?c])?n(gltiznggrlgef?oﬁarmworkers Board was authorized to re-
of the employer, and the history of prewoufhe date of examination " quest and receive, for its benefit and that of
violations by the employer. A section of the h - - the Interagency Migrant Worker Policy Com-
child labor law was repealed which related | "€ Judiciary Committees of the Senate . iodi .
Jpjittee, periodic reports from persons or en

il and House of Representatives were direct o
to the liability of employers to the parents P tities receiving federal grants or other fed-

; to study issues relative to the confidential- ) -
of minor employees. y eral funding for the purpose of assisting the

ity of State employee personnel records an ommonwealth’s miarant and seasonal
Worker privacy. Materials relating to the to report their findings and recommendafarmworker populationg
recruitment and employment of public emdions, including any proposed legislation, to )

ployees are now exempt from disclosuréhe legislature by February 15, 1999.

Vermont

under the Freedom of Information Act. Worker privacy. Regional jails were added
Utah to coverage of the law making it unlawful
South Dakota for any law-enforcement agency to require

Family issues A concurrent resolution of employees to submit to lie detector tests, or
Plant closing. A new act requires that the legislature and the governor was adoptdd discharge, demote, or otherwise discrimi-
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nate against any employee who refuses or failseatrical agencies from coverage. The defeontract, a commission becomes due accord-
to take a lie detector test. A correspondingition of theatrical agency in the law wasing to the past practice of the parties. If a past
change permits the superintendent of a remended to exclude any person charging gractice cannot be determined, payment is due
gional jail, by written directive, to require applicant a fee prior to procuring employ-according to theustom in the State for the
an employee to submit to a lie detector teshent for the applicant; giving or providing particular industry of the principal and inde-
related to a particular internal administrathe applicant information regarding wheregpendent sales representative. Violators are
tive investigation concerning allegations ofor from whom employment may be obtainedsubject to civil liability.
misconduct or criminal activity. Previously, allowing or requiring the applicant to par-
only the chief executive of a law-enforce-ticipate in any instructional class, auditionplant closings. As the result of legislation
ment agency was able to require a test far career guidance, or counseling; or allowenacted late in 1997, notice of a business clos-
these purposes. ing the applicant to be eligible for employ-ing or mass layoff in the State is now to be
ment through the person. As a result, thesgiven to the Commissioner of Insurance in

. activities are now subject to regulation un iti ifi i
Washington ] g addition to other specified agencies. The

der the law. Commissioner of Insurance is to provide in-
Wages. A minimum wage ballot initiative formation and technical assistance to employ-
was approved by voters in the November gedVest Virginia ees and former employees who lose health
eral election. Initiative 688 provides that em- care coverage under a group health insurance

ployees over age 18 receive an increase in tiéages. The State minimum wage rate in-plan or self-insured health plan. Information
State minimum wage rate from $4.90 per houtreased from $4.75 per hour to $5.15 on Sef$ to include any rights that the individuals
to $5.70 on January 1, 1999, and to $6.50 ptggmber 1, 1998, as the result of prior legismay have under State or Federal laws affect-
hour on January 1, 2000. Beginning Januafption. ing health benefit plans, including laws that
1, 2001, and annually thereafter, the rate will A new article was enacted requiring equalelate to portability, continuation coverage,
be adjusted for inflation by a calculation usingpay for equal work for State employeesor conversion coverage, and the availability
the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wagétate agencies are prohibited from discrimiof individual health benefit plans in the area
Earners and Clerical Workers(w), or asuc- nating between the sexes when paying wagéswhich the individual resides.

cessor index, for the prior year. for work of comparable character which re-

The overtime provisions of the minimumaquires comparable skills. Different wagesNhistleblowers. It was made unlawful to
wage law were amended to specify that airlingnay be paid under a bona fide seniority sysdischarge or otherwise retaliate or discrimi-
industry employers are not required to payem; a merit system, or a system that mearate against any person for reporting in-
overtime to employees who voluntarily tradesures earnings by quantity or quality of prostances of elder abuse or neglect to any State
shifts with one or more coworkers. It was als@uction. An employee’s wages may not befficial including the Board on Aging and
specified that the act does not alter the terni¢duced to eliminate an existing, past, oLong-Term Care. Violators may be fined up
of any collective bargaining agreement. future wage discrimination or to achieveto $1,000 or imprisoned for up to 6 months
wage equalization. An equal pay commiser both.
sion was created to study both the method-
ology and funding for the implementationOther laws. An employee of a State agency

f a gender discrimination prohibition. Pro-who is a certified disaster service volunteer
cedures were established to remedy conaf the American Red Cross may be granted
Blaints of pay inequalities. leave from work with pay for up to 30 work-
days each year, upon the approval of the
employee’s appointing authority, without loss
and preparation of food i\}v of seniority, pay or pay advancement, and

lages. The threshold amount for coverageperformance awards. The leave is to be used

under the State prevailing wage laws for Staffer disasters occurring in the State, unless oth-
Equal employment opportunityBallot Ini- ~ nd municipal contracts was changed admirerwise approved by the governor.
tiative 200, creating the Washington StatéStratively, on February 13, from $150,000
Civil Rights Act, was approved by the vot-to $160,0Q0 for contracts where more thaWyoming
ers in the November general election. Thi§n€ trade is involved, and from $30,000 to
affirmative action-related measure prohib$32,000 where a single trade is involved. ours  The section of the State commer-
its government entities from discriminating ~ Requirements were adopted for the paygia| vehicle law specifying hours of opera-
or granting preferential treatment to any innentof commissions to independent sales réfpn for commercial vehicle drivers was
dividual or group, based on race, sex, colofeésentatives. These representatives are defingdended. Intrastate drivers of passenger ve-
ethnicity, or national origin in the operation@S PErsons, other than insurance agents, or bige|es, with a capacity of 7 to 15 passengers,
of public employment, public education, orkers, who contract with a principal to solicityj| pe subject to the Federal hours restric-
public contracting. wholesale orders and who are compensated Qs applicable to vehicles with occupant

commission. Commissions are due as providgthpacities of 15 or more. This law prohibits
Private employment agenciesThe em- in a contract between the principal and the iy motor carrier from permitting or requir-

ployment agency regulatory law exemptsiependent sales representative. If there is My a driver to drive more than 10 hours fol-

Agriculture. Among other changes in a law
relating to developing and funding housin
for temporary workers, the Department o
Labor and Industries was to adopt rules, b
December 1, 1998, requiring electricity in all
housing for temporary workers and establish- .
ing minimum requirements to ensure the saf¥/isconsin
storage, handling,
these camps.
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lowing 8 consecutive hours off duty or forriod after having been on duty 70 hours imquire attendance until completion of the tenth
any period after having been on duty 15 hourany period of 8 consecutive days if the emgrade or reaching age 16.

following 8 consecutive hours off duty. It isploying motor carrier operates commercial

also unlawful for a driver to drive for any motor vehicles every day of the week. Other laws. The provision authorizing em-
period after having been on duty 60 hours in ployees 1 hour of paid leave to vote in pri-
any 7 consecutive days if the employingSchool attendance The school attendance mary, general, and special elections was
motor carrier does not operate commercidhw that had required children to attencamended to no longer apply to employees
motor vehicles every day of the week. It isschool until completion of the eighth gradevho have 3 or more consecutive hours off
also unlawful for them to drive for any pe-or reaching age 16 was amended to now réom work during the time the polls are open.

Footnotes

1 | egislatures did not meet in 1998 in Arkan-Jersey, New Mexico, Ohio, and the Virgin Islandy November 6, 1998.
sas, Montana, Nevada, North Dakota and Texagid not enact significant legislation in the fields > A New Jersey bill to set the State minimum
The Oregon legislature met in special session ongovered by this article. Information about Guanwage rate the same as the Federal minimum wage
and did not enact any labor legislation. Coloradoyas not received in time to be included in thepassed the legislature on December 17, 1998 and
the District of Columbia, lllinois, Nebraska, New article, which is based on information receivedvas awaiting action by the governor at press time.

Shiskin Award nominations

The Washington Statistical Society and the National Association of Business Econo-
mists invite nominations for the annual Julius Shiskin Award in recognition of out-
standing achievement in the field of economic statistics.

The award is designed to honor an unusually original and important contribution in
the development of economic statistics or in the use of economic statistics in inter-
preting the economy. The contribution could be in statistical research, in the develop-
ment of statistical tools, in the application of computer techniques, in the use of eco-
nomic statistical programs, in the management of statistical programs, or in develop-
ing public understanding of measurement issues. Either individuals or groups in the
public or private sector can be nominated.

The award will be presented with an honorarium at the Washington Statistical
Society’s annual dinner in June 1999. A nomination form may be obtained from the
Julius Shiskin Award Committee, American Statistical Association, 1429 Duke Street,
Alexandria,va 22314-3402 or via e-mail aancyh@amstat.orgCompleted nomi-
nations must be received by April 1, 1999.
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